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Faculty j joins students in petition of support 


® Student petition 
gets little response 
from Hartleb, so 

faculty joins fight 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


With a copy of the student peti- 
tion containing 446 signatures 
held in his hand, President David 
Hartleb said to the Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee that he 
could not support it because he 
could not promise the money. 
According to the minutes of the 
meeting, he told LARC members 
he did not want to discuss it or 
revisit the issue. 

“Tt is done, we are in the design 
phase. My job as president is to 
respond to marketplace needs,” 
Hartleb said. “It is a statement of 
my job as president, not of my 


values. If we over-raise we will get 
a stage.” 

Professor Arthur Barlas said 
Hartleb took a hard stance about 
committing any-money for the 
performing art space at the March 
23 meeting. 

“He tentatively told us he would 
support it if the money was there, 
which we feel is a negative an- 
swer,” Barlas said. “The money 
being there seems less than prob- 
able.” 

Since that meeting, a faculty 
petition has been started and 20 
minutes after its fruition, it held 
20 signatures. As of press time 
that number has risen to more 
than 50 signatures. Barlas said it 
is mostly full-time faculty mem- 
bers who are signing the petition. 

Many who do not have full- 
time status have expressed their 
support but are fearful to sign 
their names. Only tenured full- 
time faculty are protected from 


My job as president is to respond to marketplace 
needs. It is a statement of my job as president, 


not of my values. 


—PRESIDENT DAVID HARTLEB 


repercussions their involvement 
may cause, so part-time faculty 
and staff have expressed feeling 
vulnerable. 

Because there are fewer than 
100 full-time faculty members at 
NECC, Barlas was pleased with the 
amount of signatures gathered in 
the short amount of time since the 
start of the petition drive. Accord- 
ing to Elaine Mawhinney, LARC 
chairperson, the faculty support 
has been from all departments. 

“Everyone is supportive and it 


does not matter if their depart- 
ment is liberal arts or business,” 
Mawhinney said. There has been a 
tremendous struggle over this is- 
sue, she said: “This is so vitally 
important, it is all about the very 
soul of this campus.” 

Mawhinney expressed pride in 
the students’ efforts with their 
petition. She said that faculty are 
supportive and proud that the stu- 
dents care. 

“In a time when we complain 
that today’s youth sometimes lacks 


involvement, it is wonderful to 
see so many care about this cam- 
pus,” she said. “This has struck a 
nerve.” 

The general feeling among the 
campus community is said to be 
one of disillusionment with 
Hartleb’s tough standing on the 
issues. Barlas said he is concerned 
at the change in attitude. 

“Until recently, Hartleb has 
been highly respected and every- 
one has been hopeful about his 
revelations,” Barlas said. “I think 
the problem is he is making uni- 
lateral decisions on how to spend 
this money, excluding others from 
the process. That is what is turn- 
ing people off.” 

Millions of taxpayers’ hard- 
earned money is going into this 
project, and Barlas said that since 
we are all taxpayers, we all have a 
right to be a part of the decision. 


See FACULTY, page 7 


Photo courtesy of Christmas in April 
VOLUNTEER FROM ELDER SERVICES: Neighbor helps neighbor 
with rebuilding homes and providing safety for those in need. 


Christinas in April program 
looks for student volunteers 


® Rebuiding day set 
to help those less 
fortunate in need of 
home repair 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


65-year-old working 
woman who lives in the 
Haverhill area can not af- 


ford household luxuries such as 
the plumbing that provides hot 
water. She has no means within 
her home to wash herself or her 
laundry, no shower or tub, no 
bathroom sink. The electrical wir- 
ing in the house is in poor condi- 
tion, the roof is in shambles, and 
the siding is in disrepair. 

She is just one of the 30 
homeowners who will be helped 
by the Christmas in April program 
April 28. 

Maintaining a home is a large 


and sometimes overwhelming 
task. For the elderly, disabled and 
those who are struggling finan- 
cially to survive, it is often impos- 
sible to provide basic necessities 
for themselves. 

Christmas in April is a non- 
profit national organization of 
volunteers with an affiliate in 
Haverhill. Their goal is to restore 
and preserve homes so that those 
in need can live in healthy condi- 
tions, with safety and indepen- 
dence. 

A national rebuilding day is 
planned for April 28 and volun- 
teers are desperately needed to 
assist. Since April is national vol- 
unteer month, every year the pro- 
gram holds its rebuilding day on 
the last Saturday of the month. 

Scott Kochakian, chairperson 
of the Haverhill chapter, said the 
program is looking for volunteers 
regardless of their skill level, and 
hopes the college community will 
become involved. Three of the work 


sites will require adding a wheel- 
chair ramp and some require win- 
dow replacement. Scraping and 
painting of homes is also on the 
list, as well as siding replacement 
and clean up. 

“Obviously we need electricians 
and skilled professionals for some 
aspects of the job, but we also 
need people for yard work, pick- 
ing up of debris and driving the 
truck to dispose of it. There are 
also painting jobs that anyone can 
tackle,” Kochakian said. “We are 
looking for anyone willing to help 
out and make a difference.” 

Kochakian met with the NECC 
Faculty Association to seek their 
support in finding volunteers for 
this charitable event. According 
to Francis Leary Jr., vice president 
of the faculty association, they 
unanimously voted to endorse the 
program at their last meeting. 

Kochakian said volunteers will 
be treated to a breakfast at the 

See CHRISTMAS, page 7 
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OPINION 


China and America 
play the blame game 


Eprroria. 


Here is a good question. Why 
are grown adults arguing over 
something as simple as giving 
an apology to someone else? 

I’m sure that everyone has 
heard about what happened in 
China recently, and if you 
haven’t, then you need to switch 
off “Survivor” and put on some 
news. Ifyou haven’t heard about 
it yet this is a summary: 

On April 1, a U.S. EP-3E spy 
plane was flying over the Chi- 
nese coast and two Chinese jet 
fighters were sent up to track it. 

The spy plane collided with 
one of the jet fighters and they 
both crashed. 

The Chinese are now holding 
the 24 people who were aboard 
the U.S. plane until the US. gov- 
ernment apologizes. 

It’s great how two of the big- 
gest countries in the world are 
supposed to be on good terms 
with each other, but they are 
involved in an argument over an 
apology, like a couple of grade 
school kids on the playground. 

The Associated Press quoted 
U.S Embassy military attaché, 
Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock, as say- 
ing that “the crew was in very 
high spirits,” and they “under- 
stood the circumstances under 
which they were being held.” 
That’s bull. 

If any other normal person 
were stuck on Hainan Island and 
being held against their will, 
they would be very disturbed. 
Honestly, ifyou couldn’t go home 
because your government 
wouldn’t do something as simple 
as giving an apology, you would 
be exasperated. 

There is no way those people 
are in high spirits. They want to 
come home, not to mention they 
must be sick of Chinese food. 

Our government hasn’t done 


a thing to get those people out of 
China. They’re more worried 
about how to get their plane 
back. 

How the hell are they going 
to get a plane back from the 
Chinese when they can’t even 
get the furniture back that 
Clinton stole when he left the 
White House. 

The plane has probably been 
stripped like a 67 El Dorado 
sitting in the middle of New 
York City. 

Anything they think they 
could recover from it is gone, 
never to be seen again. China 
has it and we don’t, that’s the 
price we pay for spying on them 
in the first place. 

If we are the most powerful 
government in the world then 
we have to set an example. Why 
are we spying on countries we 
are attempting to be friendly 
with? 

If we think that we should 
spy on them we are obviously 
NOT on good terms with them. 
China has a right to know what 
other countries are their allies 
and which ones aren’t, just like 
we do. 

Our government should just 
suck it up, admit they were 
wrong, and apologize so that we 
can get our people home. 

It should not be a question of 
who the more powerful country 
is when people’s lives and well- 
being are involved. This could 
turn into another huge battle or 
we could resolve it the way it 
should be resolved. 

It’s up to Bush and our gov- 
ernment to make sure those 
people get home safely and as 
soon as possible. If they don’t 
then it’s their fault and nobody 
else’s. 

This is one time where saying 
“I’m sorry” can make the prob- 
lem disappear. 
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What must you do before 
this semester ends? 


Naron Ash, General Studies 
“Thave to do five or six reports and 
a whole algebra course." 


Debbie DePaolantonio, Jitters 
“Have my baby.” 


Briana Berthiaume, Undecided 


“I want to get experience in the- . 


ater. Jim and Susan do a lot for the 
theater program.” 


Photos by Aaron Foss 


Matt Gold, Political Science 
“T only have one goal for the next 
few weeks......to survive.” 


Bryan Burns-Fedele, Undecided 
“One of these days I'm going to 
remember to sleep.” 


Bryan Johnson, NECC Bookstore 
“Give a lot of money back to stu- 
dents for returning their used 
books.” 
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OPINION 
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S.M.I.L.E.S. tutoring brings tears of joy 


‘COREY SIMPSON _ 


“Hi, Corey. I 
like your 
name,” she 
smiled. 

I turned 
around to 
look at the 
little girl 
who just 
paid me the 
compliment. 

“Thanks. What’s your name?” 

“Patricia.” 

“| like your name, too,” I said. 
She stacked her chair and adjusted 
her backpack as she ran out the 
door to catch the bus, “Bye!” 

My first day at tutoring in the 
SMILES program had come to an 
end, and things had gone much 
better than I had anticipated. 

I had gone into Silver Hills El- 
ementary School in Haverhill with 
an uneasy feeling. Growing up an 
only child, not being particularly 
close to any cousins, and not hav- 
ing much experience with chil- 
dren except the rare babysitting- 


for my mother’s friends. I was 
truly worried about how the chil- 
dren were going to react to me, 
and I to them. I wasn’t even sure 
if I liked children. But after only 
two afternoons in the program, I 
have already been deeply affected. 

From what I’ve been told, this 
program is geared toward chil- 
dren who need extra help. Maybe 
because their grades are slipping. 
Maybe their parents don’t have 
time to help them. Maybe they 
lack the self-discipline to get their 
homework done otherwise. They 
are there for a reason. 

I was wotried the children 
would detect my uneasiness, 
worried they wouldn’t want my 
help. I worried I couldn’t help 
them. I feared extremely awk- 
ward interactions and repeated 
uncomfortable silences. 

But as it turned out, none of 
my worries proved to be any- 
thing other than worries. After 
only one hour I had learned 
many of the children’s names 
and was looking forward to my 
next visit. 

My second, and most recent, 


afternoon at the school had my 
eyes filling up with tears as I 
drove home. Nothing bad had 
happened, though. Things had 
gone better than the first day, 
and I couldn’t stop myself from 
physically reacting to all the 
emotions I was feeling. 

It felt so good to have just 
spent part of my afternoon help- 
ing those kids, rather than the 
various waste-of-time activities 
that usually fill up my after- 
noon. 

I also felt an immense sad- 
ness. I couldn’t overlook the 
fact that the kids are in the 
program because things at their 
homes were less than ideal. 

I get carried away sometimes. I 
started thinking how I wanted to 
adopt children, be an elementary 
school teacher, devote whatever 
time [had to helping young people. 
I was later surprised by the moti- 
vation and excitement inspired in 
me by this program, and after 
such a small amount of time. 

I suppose it’s a cliché that “giv- 
ing back to society” is “reward- 
ing,” but it IS rewarding. It has 


only been a couple days, and I’m 
sure I'll have many more wonder- 
ful, memorable experiences with 
the 5th graders I’m doing home- 
work with, but already I feel Ihave 
been changed from this experi- 
ence. 

Yesterday, Stephanie showed 
me one of her drawings. It was of 
a little girl that looked a lot like 
her, except Stephanie wears 
glasses and the girl in the drawing 
wasn’t. 

And I couldn’t help but be im- 
pressed by Christian’s math skills. 
He seemed to understand every- 
thing quite well, so I wondered 
why he was even asking for my 
help. It’s sweet to think it might 
just have been because he wanted 
my attention. 

Cirrus informed me that he’s 
“the clown of the club,” and soon 
proved it. 

“You have small hands,” he 
commented. 

“Yeah, I know. I can wear kid’s 
gloves,” I said. We both looked at 
my hands and then back at what 
we were working on. 

“Oh my God! One of your fin- 


gers is missing!” Cirrus yelled. I, 
without thinking, looked down at 
my hands. 

“Haha! You looked at your 
hands! None of your fingers are 
missing! Hah!” he boasted. 

I laughed, too, and was slightly 
embarrassed, but amused by his 
joke. 

Already, I’ve fallen in love with 
working with these children, and 
am really disappointed that I didn’t 
get involved in this program ear- 
lier in the semester. I’m already 
sad about this experience ending— 
even though it has just begun. 

One footnote: If you want to 
get involved in SMILES, too, you 
can contact Eric Sheen in Career 
Development for more informa- 
tion. 

Maybe it’s too late to start 
tutoring this semester, but if 
you're expecting to have some 
free time in the fall, I can’t stress 
enough what a great experience 
it would be. 


Corey Simpson is the Observer's 
staff columnist. She can be reached at 
coreyelizabeth@hotmail.com 


Colombia must have help in finding peace 


Lately there 
has beena lot 
of contro- 
versy over the 
United States 
active in- 
volvement in 
Colombia’s 
war against 
drugs. Many 
consider that 


interfering in another countries 
warfare issues usually brings forth 
more problems. Others consider 
it important for the U.S. to assure 
human rights will be respected 


throughout the world. 

As a person who basically shares 
two nationalities, 1am concerned 
with what happens in both coun- 
tries. | am concerned with what 
happens here, because this is 
where I reside, this is the country 
that has seen me grow up. 

But I am also as person con- 
cerned for what happens in Co- 
lombia, because my family still 
lives there, and also because I 
would like to able to consider the 
possibility of going back to visit. 

I believe that I am not biased 
when I say that my country of 
Colombia is in desperate need of 
help. Regardless of what Presi- 
dent Andres Pastrana says to the 


Smoking issues could be fixed 


To the Editor: 

The NECC Observer publishes 
helpful and didactic topics, and I 
am glad you do not carry advertis- 
ing for cigarettes. 

Cigarette advertising is mis- 
leading and harmful. For example, 
“When in Doubt Follow the Lead- 
ers” is the slogan published in a 
very well known newspaper, which 
is shown to introduce three kinds 
of cigarettes considered as the first 
choice of cigarette smokers. 

They supported this phrase em- 
phasizing that each cigarette en- 
joys an enviable reputation. How- 
ever, we have known that those 
“leaders” or customers of these 
products are those whom tobacco 
kills in the course of a year, about 
3 million people and that approxi- 
mately 1,000 young smokers in 
the U.S. will die from a smoking- 
related disease such as cancer and 
circulatory problems. 


We do not need more evidence 
to show that smoking is an im- 
pediment to have a healthy life. 

I want to show smoking stu- 


. dents from NECC what a big risk 


they are taking by smoking every 
single minute on our campus, es- 
pecially in front of the doors of 
each building and putting at risk 
the health of others. 

Moreover, it results in tedious 
act for other students to pinch 
their noses because of the cloud of 
smoke that they have to walk 
through in certain public places 
on campus. 

Finally, as aspokesman of other 
students affected by this situa- 
tion, I suggest the authority on 
campus reduce the incidence of 
smoking students in these public 
areas by naming specific places 
for smoking. 


Carlos Geraman Cabrera 


international press, everyday it 
gets harder and harder to live in 
Colombia. This is true not only 
because the economy has had a 
tremendous downfall, (Iwould cal- 
culate that more than half of 
Colombia’s population remains 
unemployed), but also because 
warfare among the Colombian 
army, and the different guerilla 
warfare groups, grows more and 
more intense everyday. 

Farmers have been forced to 
leave the countryside and have 
given up their right to work the 
land because of fear. They have 
moved to the cities, overcrowding 
them and increasing poverty lev- 
els. 

This has become one of the 
biggest problems because there is 
no employment and the cities have 
run out of space to house the 
farmers. 

The U.S. currently supplies the 
Colombian government with 
money and weapons to help them 
in their warfare, but very little 
change has taken place. And Al- 
though President Pastrana has had 
a few peace negotiations with some 
of the guerilla leaders, the death 
rate continues to be the same and 
each day more and more people 
disappear. 

President George W. Bush has 
said the U.S. will not directly inter- 
fere in the war, but I think there 
will be a point when someone will 
have to act to help the Colombi- 
ans. 

Colombia is a beautiful coun- 
try that has immense resources 
(besides cocaine), but people are 
so afraid to work the land, be- 
cause there is not any protection 
for the farmers and their family. 
The farming population is close to 
being extinct. The idea that the 
government will be able to control 
the guerillas and restore order is 
just inconceivable. The Colom- 


bian military has ceased to repre- 
sent an authoritative figure. I will 
not generalize and say that every 
military official is corrupt, but 
Colombians have witnessed that 
a lot of them are dishonest and 
have very little regard for human 
rights. 

So, in my view, unless Colom- 
bians get some help from a for- 
eign country, they are doomed to 
continue living in warfare forever. 

For as long as I can remember 
Colombia has been in war, and the 
dream of living in peace has be- 
come a fantasy. 

There was an article published 
in a prestigious Colombian news- 
paper, El Colombiano, that talked 
about the sad issue of the high 
rocketing increase of emigration 
out of the country. Most of the 
intellectuals and educated people 
are fleeing because of fear. The 
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article stated that many Colombi- 
ans see no future in the country, 
so they are forced to seek opportu- 
nities abroad. 

So unless the warfare situa- 
tion changes, Colombians will con- 
tinue each day to form lines out- 
side every and any embassy that 
will provide them with political 
asylum. 

Colombians will migrate to any 
country that will receive them 
and let them live in peace, which 
is all that they want. 

Most of the people who leave 
the country do so not because of 
economic reasons, but because 
they are seeking a better future. 

They leave hoping to go toa 
country where they will be able to 
offer their children a secure life. 
They would like to see their chil- 
dren grow up and not have to live 
everyday of their lives in fear. 


Our graduates aren't just well-educated — 


they're well-prepared! 
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Eradicating Spanish is not the solution, teaching English is 


@ Being bilingual is 
key to achieving the 
American Dream 


A couple of 
days ago I 
read an ar- 
ticle abouta 
Mexican im- 
migrant 
who never 
learned to 
speak En- 
glish, and, 
because of 
this, he was 
often treated with disrespect. 

He did not learn English be- 
cause he was simply too busy to 
study and believed that he had 
reached his potential in this 
country. But he also believed 
that someday his children would 
grow up speaking the English 
language, and they would be able 
to pursue the American Dream. 

The article I read was written 
during the early ’80s, but, sadly 


enough, many Latinos have been 
here for more than three genera- 
tions and the situation has not 
changed. Many of us are stil! be- 
ing treated with disrespect be- 
cause we refuse to let go of our 
language and our cultural heri- 
tage. This is not exclusive to new- 
comers but it also happens to 
Latinos who have been here for 
two or even three generations. 

I believe most of the problem 
generates from the fact that we 
refuse to let go of our heritage. 
We believe that we will be able 
to live here and absorb the cul- 
ture without giving up our own. 

I know many people that have 
been here all their lives, and, 
although they understand some 
English, they cannot utter a 
word. The fact is that there are 
numerous countries that speak 
Spanish, and the number of 
Spanish-speaking people has 
grown so much in the United 
States that many immigrants 
have not felt the pressing need 
to learn the language. 

The new generations, how- 
ever, have learned that unless 
they want to remain at the bot- 
tom-of the social ladder, they 


must learn the language and 
receive a proper education to 
compete in the job market. 

But they have also learned 
that although it is important to 
know English, being literate in 
two languages is just as impor- 
tant. Being able to communi- 
cate effectively in Spanish and 
English has become increasingly 
valuable in the business world. 

In my personal situation, 
working in the human services 
field, I have found that if it were 
not for the fact that I can com- 
municate in both languages, my 
job would be a lot harder, and 
the number of people that I could 
reach would be limited. 

A couple of weeks ago as I 
spoke with a friend of Italian 
descent, and she said, “We gave 
up our language and adapted to 
the United States, why can’t you 
do the same?” 

The. whole purpose behind 
our discussion was that children 
who are taught Spanish at home 
instead of English do not do very 
well in school, and they have 
tremendous difficulty learning 
to read successfully. 

This is the case for most chil- 
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dren, but I find that it is not the 
second language that creates this 
problem. Instead, the same fac- 
tors that affect any child’s educa- 
tion are the ones that are affect- 
ing these Spanish-speaking chil- 
dren. 

For example, the Lawrence 
School Department has faced tre- 
mendous difficulties with MCAS 
tests. More than 50 percent of 
the children who took the test 
failed. But the truth is that the 
Lawrence School Department 
has not been doing a great job 
because even children that are 
not Latinos face difficulties 
learning to read effectively. 


People are criticizing bilin- 
gual education because of the 
problems that Lawrence and 
other minority cities face with 
education, but the truth is that 
unless parents are willing to 
spend more time and dedication 
in their children’s education, 
children will keep failing MCAS 
tests and having difficulties with 
reading. 

So if there is a solution to this 
problem, it is not to eradicate 
Spanish but instead to reinforce 
English, and to teach skills that 
will allow the transition from 
Spanish to English to run 
smoothly. 


Living on your own can 
be a financial challenge 


Were 
in college, 
working, 
earning 
money, but 
some of us 
are still liv- 
ing with 
our par- 
ents. How 
many of us 
wished that 
we could just move into a place 
that we could call our own? 

I know that I sure do. But it 
seems so hard to save for an apart- 
ment when rent is so high, and it’s 
not including utilities. 

I am 22, a full-time NECC stu- 
dent, and I work 24 hours a week. 
After paying all my bills it seems 
like having a cell phone is a luxury. 
But what can a struggling college 
student do to afford an apartment 
and still be in school? 

When my mother was my age 
she rented an apartment on Grove 
Street in Haverhill for $45 dollars 
a week. That’s about $180 dollars 
amonth. While searching through 
apartments.com, I found a large 
renovated one-bedroom in 
Haverhill for $650 plus utilities. 
That doesn’t seem too bad, but 
there is no way I could afford it 
right now. 

I’ve made a plan to save money: 
not to go out as much and don’t 


spend money on things I don’t 
need. 

But, I love to go out with my 
friends and I need to buy every- 
thing. It’s a habit that I have tried 
to learn to control. 

Also, in a 22-year-old’s defense, 
isn’t this the time of my life? 
Shouldn’t I spend every opportu- 
nity enjoying it? Though enjoying 
life can be very expensive. I can 


‘spend all my money having fun 


now, but then when it’s time to be 
responsible I will have nothing 
left in my savings. 

Don’t get me wrong: living with 
Mom and Dad does have its advan- 
tages. I don’t have to worry about 
not having food in my fridge or 
hot water. All the little things in 
my life are taken care of. But, it’s 
still living with my parents and 
even though I’m old enough to 
take care of my self, there are still 
those unspoken rules. For ex- 
ample, I can’t or shouldn’t come 
home at any extreme late night 
hour; Ishouldn’t forget to take the 
trash out. They’re rules that I’ve 
always had and will as long as I’m 
living under my parents’ roof. 

So now I plan on putting some 
money aside and really ask myself 
if] really need to buy meaningless 
things. And slowly, very slowly, 
begin a savings. 

That’s the only plan that I can 
figure out, the only happy me- 
dium, to save money soI can move 
out of my parent’s house. Wish 
me luck. 
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@ Annual job fair 
offers new earning 
opportunities to 
potential employees 


By JAMIE ROY 


Contributing Reporter 


Do you know what you’re 
doing after graduation? 

These last few months will 
go by fast. Are you ready? Do 
you have ajob? On Wednesday 
April 4 from 9 a.m. -2 p.m. 
NECC held an annual job fair. 

Mike Markham, director of 
placement said, “It’s a great 
opportunity. About 1,000 stu- 
dents come through, about 250 
apply.” 

About 50 companies were 
attended, with various employ- 
ment opportunities. FedEx, for 
example, offered training op- 
portunities and career paths. 

A FedEx representative said, 
“Seems like a pretty good out- 
come, many students have ap- 
plied.” 

Harbor Schools and Family 
Services also attended the job 
fair and was looking for people 
to work with youth aged 13 to 
18. The agency is offering resi- 
dential service, educational 
services, community services, 


and short-term services. It a 
not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to helping children 
and families in crisis. 

The Career Development 
Center puts together five job 
fairs a year, one in the fall and 
spring semesters, on the 
Lawrence and Haverhill cam- 


puses. And one designed for 
nursing majors. 

The Career Development 
Center is located in the Spurk 
building in C-300. They can 
help students with resume 
writing, career search, inter- 
viewing, and job search on the 
Internet. 


Jamie Roy photos 


SPRING INTO A NEW JOB: Above, a student checks out the job 
information available at the job fair. At left, FedEx display shows 


students a potential employment opportunity. 


The center can help with 
full and part time job place- 
ment, career counseling, tra- 
ditional co-op and many other 
opportunities like the Disney 
program. 

NECC offers many different 
programs to help students 
achieve their goals. 


If you missed the previous 
job fair, NECC will be holding 
one on the Lawrence campus 
on Wednesday April 11 from 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Introducing questia.com. 
The online library. 


FREE* 1-WEEK TRIAL 


Now you can view entire books for all 


your research. You'll save time with 


powerful tools like automatic footnote 
and bibliography builders, a dictionary, 
thesaurus, plus encyclopedia access. 
Even highlight and make notes in 
the margins of books. So you can 


write better papers, easier and faster. 


Hurry, sign up now for your free trial. 


que 


st@a 


Better Papers. Faster” 


www.questia.com 
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News : 


College searches for commencement speaker 


My confidence and self-esteem snapped into place when I 


knew I was the one giving the speech. 
—LOUISE BOUCHER, NECC ALUMNA 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 


Features Editor 


Two years ago Louise Boucher, a gradu- 
ating NECC student, felt the heat as 6,000 
eyes focused on her and listened to what 
she had to say. 

Boucher never imagined she would be 
selected to give acommencement speech at 
graduation, yet there she stood in front of 
the podium and thousands of people. 

She said when she first came to NECC 
she felt nonexistent, and nobody knew her 
name. Yet, with hard work and contribu- 
tions, Boucher stood out amidst the crowd 
of fellow students, teachers and family 
members. 

“It was an honor to see people believed 
in me,” Boucher said. “My confidence and 
self-esteem snapped into place when] knew 
I was the one giving the speech.” 

_ Seldom does a person have the opportu- 


Cars collide in 
parking lot 


The following items were taken from NECC 
Haverhill campus security logs: 


April 5: At noon a car backed into 
another vehicle while pulling out of its 
parking space. The vehicle was waiting for 
a space when the driver backed out un- 
aware a car was there, security reported. 

March 30: At noon a food cart hit and 
broke a window in the cafeteria. 

March 29: A student in the Spurk Build- 
ing called 911 when her friend slipped and 
fell down the stairs at 7:40 p.m. Security 
said she was not paying attention as she 
walked down the stairs. She slipped and 
fell, and was complaining about her tail 
bone hurting. The ambulance took her to 
Anna Jaques Hospital in Newburyport. 

Feb. 15: At 2:20 p.m. a woman in the 
dance studio hurt her knee. She was doing 
a dance step when her knee locked up. The 
ambulance was called and they escorted 
herto Anna Jaques Hospital in Newburyport. 

Feb. 15: A student reported that her 
wallet was stolen from her coat pocket 
outside the photo lab in the B Building. She 
said she hung the coat outside the lab while 
in class. When she went to leave she noticed 
the wallet was not there. The wallet con- 
tained her green card, drivers license, social 
security card, credit cards, and insurance 
card. 

Feb. 15: A NECC basketball player was 
injured in a game at 6:45 p.m. She suffered 
aconcussion and the ambulance was called. 
She was escorted to Holy Family Hospital in 
Methuen. 

Feb. 14: At 10 a.m., an ambulance was 
called to the Spurk Building. A student was 
feeling sick from taking medicine and not 
eating. The ambulance checked her out, yet 
she refused medical treatment. The secu- 
rity officers fed her milk and a piece of cake, 
and she went home at 11:30 a.m. 

Feb. 14: At 12:30 p.m. a student was 
found face down on desk in the B Building. 
She was suffering from low sugar and the 
ambulance was called. She was a deaf 
student so an interpreter was called in. She 
was taken to Hale Hospital in Haverhill. 

Feb. 12: A car accident took place on 
Kenoza Street at 1:10 p.m. The student was 
leaving school when he slipped on a large 
patch of ice. He lost control of his vehicle, 
hit a snow bank and flipped over onto the 
field. 


nity to address people in the setting Boucher 
did. Yet, every year at NECC, one outstand- 
ing student, and one guest is called upon to 
give a speech at graduation. 

Well, it is that time of year again; a NECC 
student is being sought to give a com- 
mencement speech. 

Ernestine Greenslade, NECC public rela- 
tions director, said this event is a remark- 
able one, and currently there is not a com- 
mencement speaker from the college 

“Tt is really an honor just to be nomi- 
nated,” Greenslade said. “It is something to 
put on your resume.” She will be accepting 
nominations from faculty members, and 


Still Point Dance 
Company to perform 


The Still Point Dance Company will 
present their annual spring performance 
on Friday and Saturday, April 20, 21, 27, and 
28, at 8 p.m. 

The highlight of this year’s performance 
will be the American musical classic, Slaugh- 
ter on Tenth Avenue. This dramatic dance 
sequence is from the 1936 musical, On Your 
Toes. Its first appearance in 1936 marked 
an unprecedented mix of classical ballet 
and Broadway musical tradition. Elaine 
Mawhinney, Still Point Director, choreo- 
graphed this version. 

Also featured at the event will be The 
Crucible and Satori. 

All performances will be held in the 
Sport and Fitness Center on the Haverhill 
campus. Tickets, which are available at the 
door, are $7 ($5 for students and seniors). 


Outstanding student 
nominations sought 


Who is the class of 2001’s most out- 
standing student? The NECC Alumni Asso- 
ciation would like your opinion as they 
determine which student will receive this 
year’s Outstanding Student Award. 

This award is presented annually during 
Awards Convocation and is often the high- 
light ofthe ceremonies. Previous recipients 
of the award have overcome a wide variety 
of seemingly insurmountable obstacles to 
achieve academic success and earn their 
degrees or certificates while others were 
honored for their incredible service to the 
college and/or community. This award is a 
way that the college, through the Alumni 
Association, can award those efforts. 

If you know of a student you would like 
the Alumni Association to consider for this 
honor, contact Dottie Holmes at x3626 for 
a nomination form. 


NECC hosts Transfer 
College Evening 


Students who attend most of their classes 
on nights and weekends are invited to 
attend Transfer College Evening on Wed., 
April 18 from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Admissions representatives will be avail- 
able to explain many transfer opportuni- 
ties available to students who would like to 
pursue a four-year degree on the same 


the commencement committee will nar- 
row down the nominees. 

Qualifications include grade point aver- 
age and contributions to the college and 
community. Greenslade said while grade 
point average is heavily considered, it is 
important to have participated in events or 
activities in the college or community. 

The board will vote, narrowing down the 
selections to three students. President David 
Hartleb makes the final decision, calling 
upon and inviting one student to speak at 
graduation. 

In addition to the one student selected, 
there is a commencement speaker from 


night and weekend basis. 

Participating schools include: Merrimack 
College, Northeastern University, Cam- 
bridge College, Lesley College, Wentworth 
Institute of Technology, the University of 
Massachusetts, Salem State College, New 
Hampshire College, Rivier College and 
Springfield College. 

The event will be held in the Spurk 
Building lobby. 


outside the college. This speaker is one that 
is appropriate and has a message to give to 
the students. 

This year, Jose Masso, the host of WBUR’s 
radio show Con Salsa, will speak. Masso is 
also the senior associate director and CEO 
of the Northeastern University Study of 
Sport in Society. 

“Masso is well known in the Latino com- 
munity,” Greenslade said. This is signifi- 
cant to NECC because it is estimated that 20 
percent of NECC’s population is Latino. 
Masso is a diverse person hosting his radio 
show in both Spanish and English. 

Masso also has many ties to Lawrence. 
In the early 1980s, he worked under Gover- 
nor Michael Dukakis, and was sent to 
Lawrence to help find a solution for the 
cultural tensions erupting. 

Masso will address the NECC graduates 
May 19 at the Haverhill campus. He will be 
joining the other selected speaker for the 
honorable occasion. 

Greenslade added it is important for 
teachers to get their nominations in, and is 
an honor for a student to be selected. 

“It was an awesome experience,” Boucher 
said. “As nervous as I was, I knew could do 
it and I survived.” 

Boucher said the greatest feeling was 
when a stranger approached her months 
later outside the college, and said every- 
thing you said reached me and touched 
upon my life. Boucher felt validated, and 
thankful she had the opportunity to speak 
at commencement. 


SANTA NEEDS YOUR HELP ON 
SATURDAY APRIL 28" 


To provide home repairs for 
low income, elderly and handicapped 
home owners 


Start the day with a free breakfast from 
6:00 am. — 8:00 a.m. 
at the 
Elk’s Lodge (near the City Hall) 
24 Summer Street 
Haverhill, MA 


TO SIGN UP CALL 
Frank Leary at NECC at (978) 556-3307 


Or 


Scott Kochakian at Christmas In April * 
Haverhill, Inc. (978)469-0800 
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Faculty 
signs 
petition 


continued from page 1 


“He won't even commit a small 
amount ofthat money toward this 
performing arts space,” he said. 
“Money that was originally com- 
mitted to include the fine arts in 
this multi-million dollar building 
is now building a High-Tec facil- 
ity.” 
LARC members say they have 
been exploring strategies in an 
attempt to resolve this dispute in 
a way that will most benefit the 
campus. An idea that is being con- 
sidered is the possibilities of some 
other kind of space available else- 
where on campus. 

The committee plans on pre- 
senting both the faculty and on- 
going student petition to the board 
of trustees at their meeting on 
May 2. Both petitioning groups 
are seeking support outside the 
campus community. 

“If the liberal arts and the per- 
forming space are neglected, the 
faculty will be devastated,” Barlas 
said. “I am hopeful that if enough 
people become involved Hartleb 
has to respond or he will alienate 
an even larger sector of the com- 
munity.” 


Andy Rooney 
speaks to 
journalists 


Andy Rooney is worried about 
writing skills in this country, 
particularly those of young 
people, he said during a speech 
at the National Writers’ Work- 
shop in Hartford, Conn., held 
April 7-8. 

The conference was attended 
by staff members of the NECC 
Observer, including Barbara 
Polletta, editor; Tricia Hamblet, 
features editor; Corey Simpson, 
staff columnist; Danny Goodwin, 
assistant adviser and Amy 
Callahan, adviser. 

“Tam dismayed at the decline 
in the use and style of writing,” 
said Rooney, the legendary “60 
Minutes” correspondent who 
has authored 12 books and writes 
a syndicated column. “Not writ- 
ing is a national sickness.” 

Yet, he said, everyone is inter- 
ested in writing. 

“I run into very few people 
during the couse of the day who 
don’t plan to write a book some 
day,” he said. 

Writing, Rooney argued, is the 


the truth, writing is essential.” 


ees 


Barbara Polletta photo 


best way to communicate: “If we HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED? Andy Rooney speaks to 
are after the truth and displaying Observer staff members and other journalists at the National 
Writers' Workshop in Hartford, Conn. 


NEW YORK CITY 
Spend a day in New York City 


You can shop, see a play or just go 
sight seeing. 


Saturday May 5th 2001 


$50.00 round trip per person via 
motorcoach bus 


Bus leaves NECC at 5AM 
returns at 12 midnight 


To sign up please call House of Travel 
@ (978) 556-3636 or come by the 
Agency in building C-212B, contact 
Barbara Sielicki. 


‘Please bring your check when you 
sign up. 


Let’s utilize NECC’s Agency 
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WANTED 


NOMINATIONS FOR: 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


OUTSTANDING STUDENT 
AWARD 


Deadline: April 16, 2001 


For more information or a nomination form, contact 
Libby Jensen at 3621 or Mara Pappalardo at 3623. 


Ou Ou Ou Ge 


Christmas in 
April needs 
volunteers 


® continued from page 1 


start of the workday. It will be 
from 6:30 to 8 a.m. at the Elks 
Lodge at 24 Summer St. in 
Haverhill. 

After the volunteers have eaten 
a hearty breakfast they will go to 
their assigned sites. Lunch will be 
brought to them at the sites and 
cold drinks will be available. At 
the end of the day the volunteers 
can gather for a barbecue back at 
the elks lodge. 

Kochakian said that volunteers 
do not have to work for the whole 
day and whatever time they can 
donate would be appreciated and 
valuable. 

The program is really a neigh- 
bor helping neighbor effort, 
Kochakian said. 

“We don’t work for people, we 
work with them,” he said. “It is a 
tremendous feeling when you go 
to some of these houses, they are 
in such rough shape. The volun- 
teers go home seeing that they did 
some good and that they made a 
difference in these people’s lives.” 

Christmas in April is 100 per- 
cent volunteer driven and accepts 
tax deductible donations. Anyone 
wishing for more information or 
to volunteer may call (978) 469- 
0800. 


are. 
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STUDENTS GET PU 


FEATURES 


Aaron Foss photo 
ms test the students at the 


international festival sponsored by student activities. 


International 
festival features 
Chinese culture 


@ Festival displays 
unique cuisine from 
around the world 


BY AARON FOSS 


Contributing Reporter 


tudents walking through the 
Sports and Fitness Center 


lobby on March 30 disre- 
garded the Mounds bars and 
Ruffles potato chips in the vend- 
ing machines for a taste of some- 
thing a little more exotic. 

The International Festival 
found its way to both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses recently. 
The festival was sponsored by Stu- 
dent Activities and featured sev- 
eral tables, each one displaying 
something unique. While the fes- 
tival was supposed to be interna- 
tional, it was the Chinese culture 
that was predominant that day. 

“We are mainly holding the 
festival to raise diversity and to 
give people a chance to experience 
a different culture,” said Olien Lu, 
the head of the festival. 

With “All Star” and “ With Arms 
Wide Open” playing ona student’s 
radio in the background, it gave 
the festival a feel of two different 
cultures and added an American- 
ized taste to a foreign culture . 

The festival featured many 
kinds of food that included home- 
made broccoli quiche, teriyaki 
wings, humus, bread pudding, 
cake, and empanadas, which are 
meat and vegetable patties. 

“This food is delicious,” said 
Jillian Hansen, liberal arts, with a 
mouthful of quiche. 

The Chinese Song-Zhu Cultural 
Association was on hand to provide 
several interesting activities for stu- 
dents to get involved in. Students 
could try their hand at a tanogram, 
a seven piece puzzle where the 


pieces are put together to form a 
picture. Some tried and some failed 
at the puzzles, but everyone had a 
good time trying them. 

“This is wicked frustrating, but 
I'm going to get it,” said Jackie 
Abdullah, graphic design. 

In addition to the tanograms, 
you could have your name written 
in the Chinese language and get a 
lesson on how to say some of the 
words and greetings. The writer’s 
experience showed with the fluid- 
ity they used to draw the ancient 
characters. 

Another table featured an old, 
neatly dressed man who had sev- 
eral health and stress related items 
on display. People who waited in 
line explored diagrams of acupunc- 
ture points in the ear and the 
benefits of Chinese hand massage. 
At the end of the line they would 
take their turn as the man used a 
small acupuncture kit to diagnose 
their health. 

NECC also had their represen- 
tatives from the House of Travel to 
display brochures to several places 
students can travel to by using 
their services. The colorful flyers 
exhibited trips to Panama, Asia, 
Israel, Great Britain, and other 
places where customers can get 
too for business or pleasure. House 
of Travel is located in the Spurk 
building on the Haverhill campus 
and is available for either stu- 
dents or faculty to utilize. 

“Tt would be great to get out of 
here for a while and get away from 
the snow,” said Stephanie McGill, 
liberal arts. 

Both campuses enjoy the Inter- 
national Festival and a great num- 
ber of people got to enjoy another 
culture by getting a chance to 
partake in it. Hopefully, they 
walked away with a respect for 
the diverseness of people, which is 
what the festival is all about. 


Alumni association plans 
summer rafting trip to Maine 


@ Fun, popular 
adventure open to 
students 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 


Features Editor 


whisper of relaxation and 
Azzam lingers in 

the air, as summer is fast 
approaching. If you crave an 
adrenaline rush this June, join the 
Alumni Association on a white 
water rafting venture. 

“This event is fun, fun, fun! If 
you’ve never white water rafted 
but like to do fun things, try this,” 
said Libby Jensen, director of 
alumni and donor relations. 


Jensen went on the white wa- 
ter rafting trip the summer before 
last, and said while she was scared, 
it is not dangerous. A professional 
staff from the Windfall Outdoor 
Center will be on the rafts to en- 
sure safety. 

The trip is from June 8 to 10, and 
is open to students, faculty, staff 
and alumni. Transportation is not 
provided, but lodging is offered. 

The NECC group will be rafting 
the Dead River in Jackman, Maine 
on June 9. This day is significant 
because there will be 5,500 gal- 
lons of water released per second, 
the largest offered for the season. 
The course is 16 miles long with 
memorable rapids such as Haydens 
Landing and Poplar Falls. 

Included in the trip are two 
nights at the Bishops Motel, two 


continental breakfasts, and raft- 
ing on the river. Not all meals are 
included, as transportation is left 
to the individual. The cost of the 
trip ranges from $141 to $169 per 
person, depending upon how 
many people in a room. Other 
expenses include meals, spending 
money, and a spray jacket or wet 
suit if desired. 

A one-third deposit is required 
by April 20, and the total balance 
is due by May 4. This is to ensure 
that there will be enough people 
to go, who have paid. 

Jensen said this is a very popu- 
lar event that even President David 
Hartleb enjoys attending. 

“The year I went I was so ner- 
vous, but Ihad the best time. I was 
so glad I went, it was just so much 
fun,” Jensen said. 


By JEFF EATON 


Guest Contributor 


ast November when the 
L Contemporary Affairs Club 

decided to take a Spring 
Break trip to our nation’s capi- 
tal, I was personally a little leery 
because I had never been to 
Washington D.C. But it turned 
out to be a very enlightening 
trip. 

In three short days, I talked 
to a Congressional staffer, at- 
tended a conference on the Presi- 
dency, and visited the White 
House and other Washington 
landmarks. 

At Spring Break, the time for 
our trip had finally arrived. I was 
amazed by how big an exciting 
D.C. actually was. We wandered 


all over the city on the first day and 
learned a lot about Congress from 
one of Rep. John Tierney’s aides. 

The main event of the trip was 
the Center for the Study of the 
Presidency’s annual spring student 
symposium. It focused on the first 
100 days of Presidential adminis- 
trations. 

The highlight of the confer- 
ence was the presence and speech 
of David Gergen, who has served 
four different presidents. In gen- 
eral, the many experts and speak- 
ers—including Fox News’ Tony 
Snow and Newsweeks’ Eleanor 
Clift—were informative and some- 
times even entertaining, but I of- 
ten felt like a Democrat wander- 
ing in a Republican land. 

The Center, it turns out, leans 


Photo courtesy of Contemporary Affairs Club 
TAKING A LOOK AT THE ADMINISTRATION: Students Jeff Eaton, Stacy Travers, Max 
Ayisi and government professor Bill Heineman at the White House. 


Contemporary Affairs Club 
attends spring symposium 


strongly to the conservative side 
in its politics. The conference, 
however, gave excellent insight 
into the new Bush Administra- 
tion. 

The conference ended with a 
tour of the White House. It was 
exciting to be able to see with 
our own eyes the four walls that 
have housed countless decisions 
and debates which have affected 
countless numbers that have 
lived in the United States and 
across te world in the past two 
hundred years. 

So, I am glad to have had the 
opportunity to go to Washington 
and am grateful for the support 
of the Student Senate and Stu- 
dent Activities Department for 
helping make the trip possible. 
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*@ Mom of two returns to 
school to start new life 
for herself and family 


By MICHELLE FLANAGAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Meet Nancy DiPirro, a non-traditional 
college student. 

“Oh, it’s crazy!” Nancy DiPirro exclaimed 
as she sat down next to me at a table in 
Jitters. 

She was referring to being a mom, wife, 
soccer player and a college student all at the 
same time. DiPirro is what I like to calla non- 
traditional college student. 

She is the mother of two children, a son 
age 11, a daughter age 16, and has been 
married to her husband for 19 years. DiPirro 
is a38-year-old woman who believes that she 
has just started her life. 

DiPirro graduated high school 20 years 
ago, and started at NECC last year. Before 
starting college, she worked 60 hours a week 
helping special needs kids. The job was not 
rewarding to her in the sense that she wasn’t 
able to spend the time with her family that 
she wanted. 

However, she loved helping these chil- 
dren. That was when DiPirro decided that 
she was going to go back to school. 

“For the first couple of days I felt brand 


Non-traditonal student juggles family, education 


new,” she said. 

DiPirro said her first class was English 
Composition, and when she walked into the 
classroom she felt the intimidation set in. 
She was older than all of the students, and 
even the professor. 

“I don’t think that I stick out, I just went 
with the flow and after the first couple of 
weeks I was fine.” 

It was then that she had decided that she 
was doing this for herself and her family, and 
she didn’t care what other people thought. 

Being a mom and going to college is a 
whole different experience than just going 
to college without a family. The reason being 
that just because a person goes to college 
doesn’t make all the at home responsibilities 
go away. 

DiPirro still has to do all the things that 
she was doing before, like cooking and clean- 
ing, and taking care of her children, along 
with all the responsibilities that come with 
school. 

DiPirro works hard to make the grade she 
wants, which in most cases is straight A’s. 
For the most part, that is what she receives, 
but if that’s not the grade she gets then she 
can live with it. 

Last semester she was recognized for her 
writing in a class that she never thought that 
she would get through, which was English 
Composition II. DiPirro was completely 
thrilled with the fact that she had won an 
award, however, she keeps it in the most 


Now 1s the time to get that NECC 
Sweatshurt, T-shirt or Hat that you’ve 
been meaning to get !!! 


unusual of places. Instead of hanging the 
award in a nice frame on the wall of her 
living room, she tucks it in a thesaurus. 
When her son asked why she didn’t hang it 
up, she replied, “I want to leave as much 
room.as possible for yours and your sister’s 
things.” 

Because she is active in many things — 
includiung being on a committee for her_ 
daughter’s school—DiPirro doesn’t get the 
sleep or the time to herself that she wishes 
she had. 

“Sleep is not a priority in my life. I can go 
to bed at 12:30 at night, and get up at 5:30 in 
the morning, and feel completely ready to 
start my day.” 

Despite her age, DiPirro considers herself 
as traditional as college students come, be- 
cause she is young at heart. - 

“I may be 38, but I'll tell you I am turning 
18 next week.” 

She feels that she blends into the college 
scene very well. She believes that NECC is a 
stepping stone for the people who got out of 
high school and didn’t know what to do with 
their life. And as far as people going back to 
school for the first time in years, it is an 
awesome way to build self-esteem and confi- 
dence. 

DiPirro may be a non-traditional college 
student, but she is just a normal mom and 
wife trying to figure out the next stage in her 
life. DiPirro counts herself lucky in many 
ways. 
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NANCY DIPIRRO: Non-traditional 
student and much more. 


“I have two wonderful children, a hus- 
band that I can not see myself without and a 
perfect mother-in-law.” As far as starting 
college when she did, DiPirro smiles and says 
that if she had the chance to go back in 
time, there isn’t a thing that she would 
change. 


DON’T MISS 


THE CLOTHES CLOSET* 


(Gently Used Clothing) 


April 30, 2001 


10:00 A.M. 


TO 1:00 P.M. 


OPEN IN THE 
ATRIUM OF THE 
LAWRENCE CAMPUS 
45 Franklin Street, Lawrence 


*SPONSORED BY THE WOMEN OF NECC TO 
BENEFIT STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
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With Gore, 
talks politics, humor 


By ROB SALITERMAN 
Columbia Daily Spectator (Columbia U.) 


NEW YORK (U-WIRE) — “I’ve never been this 
excited in my entire life. Honestly. I mean 
that,” said Late Show host David Letterman 
last week as he walked toward the Colum- 
bia Journalism School to speak to former 
Vice President Al Gore’s class on national 
affairs in the information age. 

Like the weather, the atmosphere in the 
class was warmer than two weeks ago, 
when Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan was the guest. 

Joined by Late Show writers Gerard 
Mulligan and Bill Scheft, Letterman spoke 
to the class about the intermingling of 
humor and politics. 

“This was another very productive, pro- 
found class,” said architecture student Ben- 
jamin Bolger. “He covered a lot of serious 
issues.” 

Gore’s approach to those issues, how- 
ever, did not seem so serious. 

“Everybody was laughing the entire 
time,” said Gore, who added that the “spon- 
taneous jokes (Letterman’s writers) were 
telling the whole time” were the highlight. 

Upon leaving the building, Gore sounded 
off on current events for the first time since 
his December concession speech. Asked by 
Newsweek reporter Howard Fineman to 
comment on the situation of the Navy 
airplane and pilots currently in the posses- 
sion of the Chinese government, Gore said, 
“My prayers are with the personnel there 
and with their families and I think we are 
right to insist upon return and I hope that 
they will be returned very soon.” 

During the class, political apathy was a 
main topic of discussion, with Letterman 
saying that he hopes his jokes do not make 
viewers disinterested in government. 

“Letterman weighed in thinking that in 
general he tries to get people involved in 
political activities, and that humor is a way 
of trying to get people into the fray,” Bolger 
said. 

Discussion centered not only on the 
impact of political humor on the public, but 
also on politicians themselves. 

“There was some comment about Presi- 
dent Ford (and) what cost him the elec- 
tion,” Bolger said. “(Whether it was) par- 
doning Nixon over Watergate or the im- 
pression comedians created that he 
stumbled too much.” 

That led to a discussion of the popular 
Saturday Night Live sketches that lam- 
pooned candidates’ performances in last 
year’s presidential debates. Gore acknowl- 
edged that the portrayals of him did have 
an impact on his campaign, according to 
Bolger. 

Letterman told the Journalism School, 
School of International and Public Affairs, 
and the handful of Columbia College stu- 
dents that he enjoys having guests who are 
able to talk about serious topics. 

“He said a lot of actresses like to talk 


Letterman 


more about makeup than real hard-hitting 
facts. So when he has a chance to get 
someone like Tom Brokaw on the show or 
Al Gore, he really looks forward to that,” 
Bolger said. 

As the approximately 40 students in the 
class walked through the lobby of the Jour- 
nalism School on their way to the door, 
some were approached by Columbia Senior 
Public Affairs Officer James Devitt, who 
told them that a reporter from People maga- 
zine was waiting outside and hoping to 
interview them about the course. 

Teaching his fifth of eight classes this 
year, Gore appeared strongly in control. 

“Gore said he’d give a brief introduc- 
tion,” said Bolger. “Around 20 to 25 min- 
utes into his set up, Letterman interrupted 
and said that he wasn’t sure whether he 
should (have) agree(d) to do this or not 
because Gore is known to be a content- 
oriented person, but then his writers as- 
sured him that all he really needed to do 
was appear, and that Gore would speak 
most of the time.” 

“So Letterman looked at his watch and 
said ‘we’re doing really good,” Bolger added. 

As to Letterman’s personal political lean- 
ings, Bolger said, “He mentioned that he 
voted his conscience and voted across the 
board.” 

Before walking out the door ofthe School 
of Journalism to allow the dozen or so 
members of the media assembled in front 
of the building to take pictures of the two of 
them together, Gore proudly boasted to 
Letterman of a joke he made when 
Greenspan spoke to the class. 

In that class, Gore pre-empted 
Greenspan’s answer to one question, ac- 
cording to a student quoted by Dow Jones. 
The question had to do with whether one 
could predict the turnaround speed of a 
recession-bound economy, and Gore gave 
the answer: if plotted on a fever chart, a 
recovery “could be a U, or it could be an L, 
like a hockey stick, or a V and, if the wrong 
choices are made, it could be a W.” 

Gore told Letterman that “(I said,) ‘It 
could be a W,’ wait two beats, and every- 
body starts laughing.” 

Letterman burst out into genuine laugh- 
ter, and the pair discussed the courses Gore 
is teaching in Tennessee as they walked 
toward the door. 

Since Letterman needed to return to his 
midtown studio to tape his show, he did not 
stop to speak to the reporters gathered 
outside the building. 

When asked on the way to his car whether 
the class had lived up to his expectations, 
the comedian said, “We had a lovely time. 
I’ve never been this happy in my life.” 

Queried for details as to why he had so 
enjoyed the past hour anda half, Letterman 
said, “Well we had snacks. We had punch.” 

Claiming that he is “surprised to be 
invited anywhere,” Letterman minimized 
his role in the political system, saying, “I’m 
just telling jokes.” 


Charges dropped against UNH athlete 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) — Prosecutors have 
dropped the charges against a University of 
New Hampshire football player accused of 
raping another student. 

Kurt Tautenhan, 21, of Plymouth, had 
been charged with one count of aggravated 
felonious sexual assault against an 18-year- 
old female student in his dorm room in 


February. 

But Strafford County Attorney Janice 
Rundles said the charges were dropped 
Friday after the woman decided she could 
not take the stress of a trial. She said there 
was insufficient evidence to prosecute with- 
out her testimony. 


campus. 


HEALTHY HEART: An employee of Pentucket Medical Associates in Haverhill 
gives a student a free blood pressure screening at the Heart Party on the Haverhill 
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MIT will offer all courses online 


By KATE L. RAKOCZY 


Harvard Crimson (Harvard U.) 


CAMBRIDGE (U-WIRE) — MIT announced it 
intends to make materials for nearly all its 
courses available through the Internet to 
the general public — at no charge. 

The 10-year project, dubbed the MIT 
OpenCourseWare (OCW), is a radical new 
step in Internet policy among institutions 
of higher learning. MIT’s project goes far 
beyond the scope of most distance learning 
programs — none of which are offering full 
courses to the general public without a fee. 

The project will feature lecture notes, 
course outlines, reading lists and assign- 
ments for each of MIT’s nearly 2,000 courses. 

Harvard Provost Harvey V. Fineberg ’67 
said the University will have to weigh its 
options carefully before deciding whether 
to follow MIT’s course of action. 

“Every university, including Harvard, will 
need to make decisions about the type, 
form and extent of information it places on 
the Internet,” he said. 

MIT hopes the initiative will have an 
enormous impact on would-be students 


around the world. In addition to inspiring 
self-study by interested individuals, OCW 
may help developing nations build their 
own systems of higher education. 

MIT also stressed the potential OCW has 
to open the dialogue on education by foster- 
ing an environment in which curricula can 
be more easily discussed and compared. 

“We see it as a source material that will 
support education worldwide, including 
innovations in the process of teaching and 
learning itself,” said MIT President Charles 
M. Vest. 

The project is not without its critics. One 
response to the initiative has been that 
increasing access to materials offered by 
MIT courses will decrease the value of an 
MIT education. 

“Thear that as a potential concern,” said 
MIT spokesperson Patti Richards, “but this 
is not meant to replace an MIT education.” 

Richards pointed out that the experi- 
ence of being in the classroom, listening to 
lectures and interacting with one’s peers, 
cannot be duplicated over the Web. Fur- 
thermore, MIT will not offer any form of 
academic credit as part of OCW. 


Baseball team cancels season after 
eight players caught drinking 


QUINCY (AP) — Eastern Nazarene Col- 
lege cancelled the remainder of the base- 
ball team’s season after eight players were 
caught drinking in violation of the Chris- 
tian school’s code of conduct. 

The loss of eight of the NCAA Division III 
team’s 17 players made it impossible for the 
team to continue the season because a 
ninth player has been sidelined with an 
injury all spring, school officials said. 

“We had some students in violation of 
the codes they agreed to when they came 
here,” athletic director Nancy Detwiler told 
the Boston Herald. “It’s not the whole team, 


but enough of them. It’s over.” 

According to the school’s Web site, stu- 
dents are expected to abstain from alcohol, 
drugs, tobacco, pornography, extra-marital 
sex, dishonesty and visiting the dorm rooms 
of the opposite sex except during open 
houses. 

The Crusaders were 9-2 when the rest of 
their season was called off Thursday. They 
had 17 regular season games remaining. 

Detwiler refused to give details of the 
alleged violations. 

Detwiler said there is no “wiggle room” 
when it comes to athletics. 
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Knights place 5th in 
national tournam 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


he NECC Women’s basket 

ball team closed out their 

excellent season with a good 
showing in the national tourna- 
ment. 

The team started off with a 
great performance by upsetting 
number one seeded Fulton-Mont- 
gomery 63-49 in the first game of 
the tournament. 

NECC led 27-20 at halftime and 
when Fulton-Montgomery cut the 
lead to just one point the second 
halfbefore the Knights broke away 
with an 8-2 run that sealed the 
victory. | 

The Knights forced 35 turn- 
overs, which was the key to the 
victory. Jessica Hamilton who 
scored 22 of her 24 points in the 
second half led the Knights. 
Lyndsey Hamblet had 16 points 
and Tricia Hamblet scored 12 
points in the victory. 

“Our ability to press and force 
turnovers was the difference in 
the game,” said coach Andrew 
Pittington. 

The win put the Knights into 
the final four teams. In the second 
game the-Knights.-couldn’t pull 


another upset against eventual 
tournament champions Fergus 
Falls. 

The Knights were down by 12 
at halftime and couldn’t pull any 
closer than 12 during the second 
half on the way to a 77-50 loss. The 
team caused 30 turnovers, 

“Our defense kept us in games,” 
Pittington said. 

In the final game of the tourna- 
ment for NECC, the team lost to 
Ridgewater 71-43, which put NECC 
in fifth place out ofthe eight teams 
in the tournament. 

The team caused a tournament 
record 92 turnovers in the three 
games of the tournament. ; 


Division II Barrine 
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“We were by far the best defen- 
sive team in the tournament,” 
Pittington said. 

The Knights finished the sea- 
son with a 24-10 record and a 
strong showing at the national 
tournament. 

The fifth place finish in the 
tournament will help the program 
with recruiting, 

“It gives a big boost to the 
program and will bring recogni- 
tion and exposure to the team,” 
said Sue MacAvoy, coordinator of 
athletics. 

The Knights will now look to 
build on this season’s success with 
4 players returning next year. 


College plans 
baseball 
tailgate party 
at Whittier 


In celebration of NECC 
school spirit, a tailgate 
party will be April 28, pre- 
ceding the NECC Knights’ 
baseball game against 
Norwalk (Conn.) Commu- 
nity College. All members 
of the NECC community 
are encouraged to attend. 

The party and the game 
will be held on the grounds 
of the Whittier Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School in Haverhill. 

The festivities begin at 
11a.m., andthe game starts 
at noon. Those attending 
are asked to bring their 
own tailgate food and 
drink. NECC’s Sport and 
Fitness Center will provide 


a grill. 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 


Features Editor 


Erik Roafwon the free-throw 
contest April 2 in the gymna- 
sium. Here, 12 students par- 
ticipated in a segment of the 
intramural activities, offered 
to bring students together in a 
fun atmosphere. 

The free-throw contest was 
just one of the many activities 
offered. In addition, there is a 
spring jam April 11 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., a pool tourna- 
ment on April 16 at noon, and 
a wiffleball game on April 25 at 
noon. Students can go to the 
Sports and Fitness Center (D- 
Building) to join. 

Andrew Pittington, the As- 
sistant Athletic Coordinator 
said the most popular event 
was the 3 vs. 3 basketball tour- 
nament. This event is held on 
Fridays from 12pm-1pm, and is 
open to anyone. 

The college plans many 
events in the effort to bring 
students together and make 


Student wins free-throw contest 
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people feel more connected. 
Later in the spring a Red Sox 
trip will be planned. The exact 
date has not been announced. 


WEEI battles with 
The Boston Globe 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


The uproar that has ensued over 
the battle between sports station 
WEEI (850 AM) and The Boston 
Globe has led to the perception 
that WEEI’s “Dennis and Callahan 
Show” is as offensive and crude as 
Howard Stern. 

The whole issue started when 
The Boston Globe banned all of its 
sports writers from the “Dennis 
and Callahan” show because of its 
“offensive” material. 

WEEI responded by banning all 
Globe columnists from appearing 
on the station. The controversy 
grew even more heated as Globe 
columnist Eileen McNamara ap- 
peared on the “Dennis and 
Callahan Show” because an ar- 
ticle that she wrote about the con- 
troversy that criticized the Globe 
was killed by the editor. 

After all this, many people 
weighed in on the issue and after 
reading different material, the 
sense given by most of the articles 
was that the “Dennis and 
Callahan” show was almost as of- 
fensive as Howard Stern. Though 
none of the articles made refer- 
ence to Stern, many of them gave 
examples of offensive material that 
made the show sound like it had 
more offensive content than sports 
content. 

The Globe’s decision to ban its 
columnists from “Dennis and 
Callahan” does not make sense. 

Though the show does have 
offensive material at times, when 
Globe columnists are on the show, 
they are on to talk about sports 


and that is exactly what they do. 

Just because the show is offen- 
sive at points doesn’t mean that 
all of its material is offensive, and 
in fact most of the material on the 
showis about sports. When Globe 
columnists are on the show, sports 
is exactly what it’s about. 

The ban shows that the Globe 
feels they can not trust their col- 
umnists to know what is offensive 
and steer away from it. 

Globe columnist Bob Ryan was 
a regular on the show and never 
conducted himself in an offensive 
manner, and at no point during 
his appearances has his taste and 
character been questioned, which 
makes it hard to figure out just 
why the Globe made the ban. 

When Globe staffers are on the 
show to share their expertise, that 
is exactly what they do. 

Though the show may be offen- 
sive, appearing on the show does 
not make the staffers a part of that 
description. 

The Globe decided to play, as 
John Dennis put it, “content cop,” 
and that is the issue at hand, not 
the offensiveness of the show. 

The Globe decides that it’s OK 
for columnists to appear on “Imus 
in the Morning” but not on “Den- 
nis and Callahan.” So what is the 
difference between “Imus in the 
Morning,” which is deemed offen- 
sive, and “Denis and Callahan,” 
which is also deemed offensive? 
There is no difference. 

The Globe creates a double stan- 
dard that eats away at its own 
high standards, which essentially 
does what the WEEI ban was sup- 
posedly implemented to prevent. 


>. 
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Arts & ENTERTAINMENT 


Ani DiFranco delivers solid, varied show 


@ High-energy 
performance features new 
and classic songs 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


The Tsongas Arena in Lowell was the site 
for Ani DiFranco’s latest New England ap- 
pearance. I didn’t even know about it the 
concert, but my friend Amialya from high 
school called me at work and asked if I 
wanted in on her tickets, (she needed a ride 
to the show). Of course I took them. 

I am a fan of Ani, her music is full of 
biting social criticism and views on sexual- 
ity and relationships that can really be 
related to from both genders. I really felt 
lost at this concert however, due to the fact 
that I know, well, about five songs out of 
her infinite library of albums. I missed out 
on “Living in Clip” too, which has live 
versions of her favorite songs. 

After an hour-long car ride in which 
Amialya enlightened me with a crash-course 
In Miss DiFranco’s career. I knew what to 
look for in her performances and I grew 
familiar with about two more songs. Then 
we got to the arena just in time to hear the 
opener, an outstanding act called Hammel 
on Trial. 

It was one man on stage with an acoustic 
guitar and a chip on his shoulder. His 
attitude showed in his lyrics like a male Ani 
mixed with some Sam Kinison and Bob 
Dylan. His songs were these punk rock folk 
ballads in which his percussive strumming 
on an open tuned guitar kept time through 
his clever and often humorous ramblings 
that comprised his songs. I wish I wasn’t 
broke, I could have bought his CD. 

Ani came on about 15 minutes after 
Hammel on Trial left the stage. In between 
the two acts a couple guys I knew from 
Exeter started clowning around. Doing tum- 
bling and juggling on the temporary floor 
that was covering the Lowell Lock Monster’s 
ice. The crowd started to get into it and put 
on their own shows with some impressive 
gymnastic displays. Then Ani took the stage. 

That woman is tiny! (and cute too). That 
really threw me off because her voice is so 
large and her songs are so biting, her atti- 
tude is so tough. If I hadn’t seen any pic- 
tures of her I would have thought that she 
was a large woman with bleach blonde hair 


Art courtesy of anidifranco.org 


BIG SOUND IN SMALL PACKAGE: Our reviewer says he was expecting Ani DiFranco to be a big person because her voice is 
so large, her songs so biting, her attitude so tough. 


and a pink t-shirt with the word princess 
scrawled across it. I often overlook the fact 
that big things come in little packages and 
her looks were suprisingly modest. 

The way she moved was not modest; she 
beat that guitar with all the energy of the 
first song she played, jumping and twisting 
with the beat. The words to me were unin- 
telligible, but the audience knew them, and 
they all were singing. Amialya was trying to 
see but she wanted to dance more. The 
music had a hold on the audience as Ani 
howled into a distorted microphone. 

The playlist consisted of a lot of new 
songs on a soon to be released double 
album which was on sale at the concert for 
twenty five bucks (Again, I was too broke). 
But she played some of her older material 
from more recent albums. A funny thing I 
noticed is that she kept such variety in her 


Yahoo gets into online music 


By ALLISON LINN 
AP Business Writer 


NEW YORK (AP) — Internet giant Yahoo! 
Inc. is teaming up with Duet, an online music 
distribution company backed by Sony Corp. 
and French media conglomerate Vivendi Uni- 
versal, to offer paid music download services. 

The alliance makes Yahoo the latest in a 
string of companies planning to offer such 
fee-based services as the recording industry 
attempts to curtail the free music-swapping 
enabled by such companies as Napster Inc. 

Shares of Yahoo surged in early trading 
on the Nasdaq Stock Market on the news, 
rising $2.75, or 22 percent, to $15.25. Shares 
of Sony Corp. rose $4.58, or 7 percent, to 
$73.09, while U.S. shares of Vivendi rose 
$1.89, or 3 percent, to $60.220 both on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

The Duet service will debut this summer 
with streaming music and plans to add 
downloads shortly thereafter. The company 
says it will have thousands of songs on the 
Internet from Universal Music Group and 
Sony Music Entertainment available in a fee- 


based subscription model. 

Details about how the service will work 
and how much it will cost have not been 
announced. Financial terms of the deal were 
not revealed. 

Universal’s artists include Shania Twain 
and Elton John, while Sony has Aerosmith 
and Ricky Martin. 

Duet will likely face its toughest competi- 
tion from MusicNet, also scheduled to begin 
offering subscription-based music stream- 
ing and download service this year. 

Both Duet and MusicNet have said that they 
plan to offer songs from music labels’ archives 
on a non-exclusive basis, and that they would 
like to partner with other record labels. 

Other music download services, most 
notably Napster, have come under fire for 
allowing free downloads of songs for which 
they don’t own the copyrights. After being 
sued last year by the recording industry, 
Napster is under a federal injunction limit- 
ing what it may offer on its Web site. 

Napster also is expected to move to a 
subscription-based model, possibly by sum- 
mer. 


playlist that the songs rarely sounded the 
same in the two-hour set. 

I would say that she broadly represented 
her repetoire in as little time as she could, 
which is quite the task for a woman with 
her experience. 

A little variety in style really made the 
show worth it to see. A jazzy jam session 
was used to introduce the five-piece back- 
up band and a solid latin number from her 
new release lightened up the arena towards 
the end. 

For an encore, she performed a com- 
pletely new song that may not ever make 
production, and then she left us with a 
spoken-word poem. It seemed like improv, 
and yet it sounded so rehearsed. I didn’t 
bother to try and figure it out. 

Some criticism I have for this concert 
are: Ani has a huge following, but she really 
shouldn’t play arenas. The Tsongas Arena 
isn’t too big, but the acoustics are really 
bad, and her words were seriously lost. 
Ani’s act really requires a more intimate 
setting like clubs and music halls where 
being heard doesn’t have to take precedent 
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Routes 


Conveniently located at 
110 & 125 


over being understood. 

And a little advice, if you like Ani and 
listen to her religiously, you are all set. If 
you are a person like me who really just 
kinda likes her music, do some studying 
and wise-up to some ofher tunes so you can 
really appreciate her songs. And make a 
stop at the ATM machine if you plan to buy 
any of her merchandise, it is pricey! 
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Sagitarrius: Use 
your creativity 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) Avoid taking 
yourself too seriously. You have a tendency 
to work yourself into the ground — are you 
just a conscientious worker or a workaholic? 
Lighten up. Pay attention to an important 
relationship, you may be in over your head. 

TAURUS: (April 21-May 21) It’s time to 
take a softer approach in expressing your 
love and appreciation for someone you care 
for. Avoiding any problems which are on 
the front burner will not make them go 
away. Take a deep breath and jump in. The 
resolution will be easier than expected. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) Your finan- 
cial situation seems to be steadying, and 
will remain so for at least the next several 
months. Build a solid foundation now — 
you can never be too sure of what the future 
holds. If you’re feeling restless and bored, 
go do something new. 

CANCER: (June 22-July 23) If you are 
bursting with energy, take the opportunity 
to get some fresh air and exercise. If you are 
trying to break free of a difficult relation- 
ship or habit, a close friend may be able to 
help. Changes may be difficult to face, but 
will be best in the long run. 

LEO: (July 24-Aug. 23) This week is not 
time to be taking major risks with a pri- 


“mary relationship. Any changes must be 


made slowly, keeping in mind the feelings 


_of others involved. You are experiencing a 
_ feeling of contentment,.that everything is 


well, in spite of contrary evidence: 
VIRGO: (Aug. 24-Sept. 23) There is some 
surprisingly good advice concerning money 
coming your way. Take financial advice ofa 
close friend. A conservative approach is 


“definitely best, and any investments should 


be well thought out. Time just for you will 
help put things in perspective. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You are in a 
great mood, and can remain so if you look 
on the bright side of what is quite a wonder- 
ful life. Use your wit and charm on those 
stick-in-the-mud folks who always want to 
play it safe and rarely have much fun. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Your work is 
a major concern. Start to organize and 
delegate more than usual, and you'll be 
surprised how quickly goals are accom- 
plished. If you are overwhelmed by choices 
regarding monetary purchases, sleep on it 
first. It is time for introspection and much 
needed rest. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) Use 
your creativity to the max to solve problems 
which you would usually put off. You may 
feel quite secure and successful in your 
quest to provide the best use of your re- 
sources. You may get caught up in a project 
and lose all sense of time. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) Any 
connections you make in your present love 
relationship will reflect the interconnec- 
tion you have cultivated within yourself. 
Take a leadership role where money mat- 
ters are concerned. You may not know what 
is best, but you know enough to bring about 
success. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Are you 
suddenly being drawn into an unusual rela- 
tionship? Pay attention to your hunches 
and intuition, particularly where love is 
concerned. Don’t act out of ego if you 
expect to get anywhere. You will emerge 
victorious in a situation due to your ability 
to reason things through. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20-March 20) Your femi- 
nine side is present, and this may make you 
feel a bit uncomfortable in a society where 
everyone is encouraged to act and think in 
a macho way. Don’t be your worst enemy, 
thinking things through may only take you 
out of the game. Know when to leave well 
enough alone. 
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Xbox: The revolution of video BauIES 


@ Microsoft changes the 
video game market 


By LUKE CHRISTON 
Contributing Reporter 


X-Box is Microsoft’s challenge to the video 
game marketplace. In March 2000, Bill Gates 
announced plans of a new gaming system, 
which he said would revolutionize the way 
we look at video games. It was unveiled this 
January in Las Vegas, and it looks awesome. 

Xbox, bolsters a 733MHZ Pentium III 
processor, with a 10-gigabyte hard drive. It 
also processes seven and a half billion poly- 
gons per second, as well as being a DVD 
player. And the best news is that the X-Box 
price tag is only $199.99. 

That’s right, not only do you get a video 
game system, you also get a fully opera- 
tional computer as well as a DVD player for 
under $200. Considering Playstation 2 
doesn’t offer half the speed or functions 


that Xbox will support, it sure has a hefty 
price tag at $300. 

Video games have changed dramatically 
over the last few years. Each system that is 
released keeps getting closer to a totally 
reality in-game play. It is said the average 
American teenage boy spends around 15 
hours each week playing video games. 

The Xbox system seems as if it will 
dramatically change the video game mar- 
ket. With more than 50 games being re- 
leased the same day as the system is 
launched many gamers are very excited. 

“I get asked about when we are going to 
start taking deposits on it around 10 times 
a day,” said Bill Curran, assistant manager 
at Babbages, at the Rockingham Mall. “With 
such a low price I expect the sales of the 
system to be quite high.” 

Xbox has contracts with more than a 
hundred third party software developers. 
So you can expect to see the games that are 
the top sellers now with the Playstation II 
console. 


Art courtesy of Absolute Xbox 
GAME TIME: A screenshot of an upcom- 
ing Xbox video game. 


Acclaim, EA Sports, 989 Studios, 
Squaresoft, Activision are all among the big 
name software developers who have com- 
mitted to the X-Box format. 

Microsoft plans to release the Xbox in 
September of this year. With all the money 
that has been spent in the Xbox’s develop- 
ment, it is almost guaranteed that the Xbox 
will change the way we look at video games. 


Crossword 


ACROSS | 92 Time line sections 
$3 Hadon 
i Little Alexander 95 Cartoonist R. 
6 Train 97 Wish one hadn't 
ll Writer Aleichem 190 PM.s 
1? Like some justice | 102 Dennis, for one 
18 PassageinParis | 106 Big pile 
19 Pitch group | 107 “independence 
21-1992 Pulitzer- Day” actor 
winning }, 230 City of B38. Down 
columnist Lit Like some dicts. 
23 Legate 


112 Abutting 


133 Common tattoo 
word 


115 Godunov, for one 
116 Tops in salinity 


118 “Lust for Life” 
actor 


123 Rochester's river 
124 Marketing ploy 


25 “Fargo” director 
26 Cabie letters 
27 Feel contrite 
23 “Mamma —!” 
30 Barter 

32 Rosinante’s rider 
36 Warning sign 
37 is pert 
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38 Speech part 125 pot oe 

40 Lennon's mother q 

aie ar roll prey 126 rote of some 

42 Bric-a- 127 Dandies wore 

44 Killer whale them 

46 Sprinkle 128 SAT takers, 

48 Uncertain usually 

51 Bestanparet =| DOWN 

55 ak gical final 1 Arizona neighbor 
* 2 Virgil's wanderer 

58 right. gloom of yg athe ae 
(postal motto) 4 Solitaire peg 

59 Pied Piper's town game 
today 5 =» above 

60 Paul's singing (superior to) 
partner 6 it's used for 

61 Certain chemical shelling 
solution i F Like some black 

63 Angelico, forone | magic 

64 ‘30s migrant » 8 "= That Jazz” 

65 Guyanese magic 9 Mediocre mark 

67 Itonce had | 10 Philosopher 
viceroys Bergson 

68 Wwanof the courts 11 Crush 

70 Bush's Hoosier 12 Native place 
partner 13 Cat-tails link 

73 Put up shingles 14 For fear that 

74 Went para- 15 Alternative ties 
Dolcar? 16 Colonel who 

75 Nicetove doesn't need you 

76 “Sure, sure!” { 17 Formal 

78 ActressSue— | agreements 
Langdon 20 More ironic 

79 [t was once 22 Neither Rep. 
Formosa nor Dern. 

81 Be unoriginal 24 Jerk 

82 Steep siopes 28 Skeletal opening 

84 Lit. cites 31 Pamphlet ending 

85 Printing 33 Engine trouble 
measures H cause, maybe 

86 “20/20 | 34 Islamic guide 
ones 35 No diff. in stock 


; price 
89 Tokyo legislature 36 Single 
90 Accepted share 
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38 White colleague 80 “Wayne's World” 
41 Do doers word 


43 Francisco's food 82 oy dai awry 
45 Red Sea gulf ea ce ean 
47 Top-ranker ‘ 
48 Enlarge, ina way 87 ee hard 
49 Preceded 88 Gulf War 
50 “Emblemes” poet belligerent 
52 “|— here needs 89 Change 
not live by shifts” fundamentally 
“The Comedy 91 Ref’s colleague 
of Errors O46) = 
53 Chemistry lobniny 
Nobelist Harold | 95 John Wesley's bro 
54 Dante's tongue 96 aus foes : 
56 Stephen, in maybe paper, 
pee pach 98 Joins 
af renee 99 Announcer Hall 
62 Form front 101 Norton and Neil 


_ ie 103 Dole out, as tasks 
Sf Misa le 104 Some whoop 


66 Language ofthe | 105 Takes home 

69 Morning 107 Piece maker 
condensation 108 He celebrated 

71 MR filler Innisfree 

72 London line - 109 Put on 

77 —salts 112 Coffin hoider 


114 Computer 120 it might be high 
adventure game 121 Big seller 
117 Explosive letters 122 Ont. neighbor 


119 Tot 


By Matt Gaffney 


See answers, page 12 
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Sylvia Plath Day declared _ 
in Northampton, Mass. 


@ Great American writer 
honored by her college town 


NORTHAMPTON (AP) Sylvia Plath wasn’t 
exactly known for her partying side. But 
this town is preparing a celebration in her 
honor nonetheless. 

Northampton has declared Oct. 27 “Sylvia 
Plath Day.” The date would have been the 
poet’s 69th birthday if she were still alive. 
Plath committed suicide in 1963. 

Mayor Clare Higgins says the day will 
celebrate the life and work of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning poet and author who gradu- 
ated from Smith College in 1955 and later 
returned to teach English literature at the 
school. 

Plath wrote “The Bell Jar,” a harrowing 
tale based on her bouts with mental illness. 
The book draws heavily on Plath’s experi- 
ences at Smith, where she nearly had a 
nervous breakdown. It is the account of a 


sensitive young writer who is briefly hospi- 
talized in a mental institution, as was Plath. 

Critics have said “The Bell Jar” is just as 
important to the literary world as J.D. 
Salinger’s “The Catcher in the Rye.” Plath 
was married to British poet Ted Hughes, 
who died in 1999. 

The day was initiated by Holyoke writer 
Michael Haley, who said he thought more 
attention ought to be paid to Plath. 

“She’s a great literary figure, and her life 
is a great lesson to us,” Haley told The Daily 
Hampshire Gazette. 

He proposed the day not only because of 
Plath’s literary importance, but also be- 
cause of her work’s personal impact on 
him, he said. 

“She makes us see humanity in a way 
few people have,” he said. 

Haley said he gathered more than 1,000 
signatures on a petition supporting a Sylvia 
Plath Day in just a few hours on Main Street. 

He said he hopes to organize a series of 
talks and events about Plath’s work and life 
to take place that day. 

After graduating from Smith, Plath 
moved to England, where she wrote “The 
Bell Jar.” It was her only novel. While there, 
she also wrote “Ariel,” the book of poems 
for which she won the Pulitzer Prize post- 
humously. 

A mayoral proclamation declaring Oct. 
27, 2001, to be Sylvia Plath Day states that 
she “is one of the indelible voices in litera- 
ture, who through her literary journals 
reveals humanity’s complexities ... and 
fears.” 

Higgins said she only has the authority 
to proclaim only a one-day event, it could 
become annual. 

“What will make it an every-year event is 
how interested people are in doing it,” she 
said. 


John Updike not 
nostalgic about 


college experience 


CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) Author John 
Updike told students at Coe College that he 
isn’t particularly fond of higher education. 

“Tm nota great 
romantic of the 
college experi- 
ence,” he said dur- 
ing a lecture April 

“I enjoyed my 
four years of col- 
lege. But I didn’t 
feel the need to ex- 
tend them.” 

The Pulitzer 
Prize winner was 
a guest of Coe ina 
celebration of the 
school’s 150th anniversary. In honor of that 
mark, he said he chose college-themed read- 
ings from his works. 

He read a short story, a long passage from 
a novel, and a handful of poems, all dealing 
at least tangentially with university life. 

An audience of about 650 listened and 
laughed as the 69-year-old spun out his tales. 

Updike drew the biggest response with 
the banter between pieces. 

The Massachusetts resident recalled his 
graduation from Harvard University with 
mixed feelings. 

“I always kind of resented being edu- 
cated,” he said, drawing laughs from the 
crowd. “It takes away the self you brought to 
college.” 
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Central, Mark Fellman) 


NOT QUITE: Timothy Bottoms, portraying President George W. Bush, and Carrie 
Quinn Dolin, in the role of first lady Laura Bush, are seen in this publicity photo 
for Comedy Central's new political satire "That's My Bush," which begins an eight- 
episode run Wednesday April 4 on the cable TV network. (AP Photo/Comedy 


AP Photo/Comedy Central, Mark Fellman 


Senator calls for boycott of HBO, 
saying Sopranos offend Italians 


NEW YORK (AP) A state senator urged 
cable television viewers last week to cancel 
their Home Box Office subscriptions to 
protest the portrayal of Italian-Americans 
on the hit series “The Sopranos.” 

°-The Sopranos’ uses graphic violence to 
perpetuate_the ste- 
reotype of Italian- 
Americans as being 
involved in orga- 
nized crime,” said 
Sen. Serphin Malt- 
ese, a Queens Repub- 
lican. 

He said he was 
particularly both- 
ered by an episode 
that aired last week 
in which one of the 
characters in the se- 
ries about the New 
Jersey Mob viciously 
murders a young 
woman. 

“lam offended by 
the way this pro- 
gram romanticizes 
brutal violence and 
sexual content and I’m urg- 
ing everyone, particularly Italian-Americans, 
to protest by canceling their subscriptions,” 
Maltese said. 

“Week after week, millions of Ameri- 
cans are watching this offensive program 
that is comprised of nothing more than 
anti-Italian ethnic slurs,” added Peter 
Cardella, chairman of the board of the 


Italian-American Federation of Brooklyn 
and Queens. “Something must be done to 
tone it down or strike a balance with more 
pro-Italian-American programming.” 

This was the second time that week that 
the popular television series, which is in its 
third season, came 
under attack. 

An _Italian- 
American organi- 
zation filed suit in 
Chicago on April 
5, charging the 
program wrongly 
portrays most of 
the ethnic group 
as mobsters. 

The American 
Italian Defense As- 
sociation is not 
seeking monetary 
damages or cancel- 
lation of the cable 
series, but wants a 

jury to declare that 
the show offends 
the dignity of Ital- 
ian-Americans, at- 
torney' Enrico 


Mirabelli said. 


An HBO spokeswoman did not immedi- 
ately return a call for comment last Friday, 
but responded to the lawsuit a day earlier 
by saying the company was “very proud of 
‘The Sopranos.’ We’re hardly alone in our 
assessment that the show is an extraordi- 
Naty artistic achievement.” 
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Cast of The Coffee Shop’ is great, and that's not just gossip _ 


By AARON FOSS 
Contributing Reporter 


Morning comes to a small square in 
Venice right before Lent. It’s a period of 
masks and mischief. A coffee shop owner 
arrives to open her doors for her customers, 
not knowing how absurdly complicated her 
day will become. 

This is the opening of the Top Notch 
Theater’s latest production entitled “The 
Coffee Shop,” and the cast really delivers 
with this one. 

Written by Carlo Goldoni, a native of 
Venice and an admirer of the comedies of 
Moliere, the play is a comedic look at gossip 
and its consequences. 

“I think the great thing about the play is 
that it puts people in a situation that they 
can relate too,” said Tim Carter, who plays 
Don Marzio, the Neapolitan gossip that 
invades the coffee shop and other people’s 
business. 

Marzio just can’t seem to keep out of 
other people’s affairs as he is constantly 
portraying himself as the perfect gentle- 
man. First, he gets involved in the gambling 
habit and marriage affairs of Eugenio (Eric 
Salvi) when he finds him betting at the local 
casino, which is owned by the shrewd 
Pandolfo (Mark Morrison). Marzio then can’t 
help himself from getting involved in the 
love affair between Count Leandro (Ryan 
Reynolds), his wife Placida (Gina Kattar), 
and the mistress ballerina Lisaura (Char- 
lotte Gulezian). 

The inquisitive Marzio, however, soon 
finds himself on bad terms with those he 
was trying to “help” when the candid, no- 
nonsense coffee shop owner Ridolfa (Erin 
Fritz) learns of what he’s been doing. Along 
with her apprentices Giovanniand Trappola 
(Carlos Maldonado and Greg White), Ridolfa 
is able to mend the breaks in the relation- 
ships Marzio had caused. 

The cast was rounded out with Eugino’s 
wife Vittoria (Briana Berthiaume), Brighella 
the waiter Aaron Courtney, Police Sergeant 


(Hansel Frias) and Agabito the Barber (Tim 
Buxton). 

Susan E. Sanders directed the play. The 
technical director was Jim Murphy. Cheryl 
Thunstrom carried out costume design and 
construction. The play ran the weekends of 
March 30 and April 5. 

“Jim Murphy is a phenomenal actor and 
a great teacher,” said Tim Buxton. “I like 
being an actor. I think Agabito brings comic 
relief to the play. I’m good at bringing the 
chuckles.” 


Campus Calendar 


April 18 
11a.m.-1 p.m. Spring Jam.Games, 
prizes, music, food. Lawrence 
Atrium. 


April 19 

Noon-1p.m. Lunch Discussion Se- 
ries. Inspirational readings and 
perceptions. Haverhill campus, 
F139. 


April 20 

Noon-1 p.m. Committed to 
Conversation: Leading From 
Within. Haverhill campus, 
B136. 


8 p.m. Still Point Dance: 
Slaughter on 10th Avenue. 
Haverhill campus, Sport & Fit- 
ness Center. 


April 21 

8 p.m. Still Point Dance: Slaugh- 
ter on 10th Avenue. Haverhill 
campus, Sport & Fitness Center. 


April 25 

11a.m.-1 p.m. Spring Jam.Games, 
prizes, music, food. Haverhill 
campus, Sport & Fitness Center. 


April 26 

7 p.m. Community of Readers: 
Memoirs of a Geisha. Panel book 
discussion. Haverhill, Bentley 
Library Conference Area. 


April 28 

11 a.m. Tailgate Party. Pre-base- 
ball game spirit party. Bring your 
own food, drinks. Grill provided. 
Whittier Regional High School. 


The performances of Erin Fritz as Ridolfa 
and Tim Carter as Don Marzio stood out in 
the show. Fritz’s character had a very RTC 
Ivory-like quality to it (for those of you who 
watch professional wrestling), and Fritz put 
a very human quality into a character that 
would have otherwise seemed dull. 

Carter was outstanding as he pulled you 
into disliking Don Marzio more and more 
each scene. 

Ryan Reynolds as Count Leandro, Briana 
Berthiaume as Vittoria, and Mark Morrison 


Aaron Foss photo 


CAST PARTY: The actors at NECC deliver a stellar performance in the Top Notch production of The Coffee Shop. 


as Pandolfo were all played well was the rest 
of the cast. Usually there are a few a charac- 
ters that seem to be out of place in a play, 
but “The Coffee Shop” uses each one per- 
fectly to relay the humor of the situations 
to the audience. Everyone gave all his or her 
effort, and there wasn’t one bad perfor- 
mance. 

The Top Notch Theater’s next perfor- 
mance will feature a series of 10-minute 
short plays and is currently scheduled to be 
held on Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5. 


Panelists include: 


- Assistant Director of 
Admissions Kaori Kelts 


- Professor Gerry Morin 


7 p.m. 


Memoirs of a Geisha 


NECC's Community of Readers Series 
presents a panel discussion of Arthur 
Golden's bestselling novel. 


- Assistant Dean Cathy Sanderson 


Thursday, April 26 


Bentley Library Conference Area 
Haverhill. Campus 
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Den Rock: The devil went down to Lawrence 


® Park is known for 
its legend of evil 
and unexplained 
events 


By AARON FOSS 
Contributing Reporter 


song, the Devil goes to Georgia 

and gets into a fiddling duel 
with a boy named Johnny. After he 
gets outplayed and loses his shiny 
gold fiddle, the Devil leaves Geor- 
gia in disgust. Where’d he go after 
that? Maybe somewhere a little bit 
closer to home. 

Just three miles from the NECC 
Lawrence campus sits a place in 
the woods where many of the 
town’s early settlers claimed to 
have seen the Evil One. 

Den Rock Park is located on 
Route 114 in Lawrence. The park 
houses about 300 acres of walking 
trails, a small stream, and Den 
Rock itself. Some say the park got 
its name because a pack of wolves 
roamed there before man drove 
them away. Others say it was be- 
cause witches from Salem prac- 
ticed their evil trade among the 
trees. No matter what the reason 
for the name is, the park has stirred 
up many tales about itself over the 
years. 

Den Rock itself is actually a 
series of large boulders packed 
closely together giving it the ap- 
pearance of one large rock. The 
rocks were left in such close prox- 
imity by one of the many ice ages 
the Earth had when it was form- 
ing. With the rocks being so close 
together, there were several caves 
left in between the rocks. These 


IE a popular Charlie Daniels 


caves were the source for many of 
the stories of evil happenings go- 
ing on at the rock. 

Around the time of World War 
I, a noted Lawrence historian by 
the name of Maurice B. Dorgan 
wrote about the superstitions 
surrounding the rock. 

“The Devil is said to have vis- 
ited the place,” wrote Dorgan. 

“With a frightful shriek wak- 
ing the echoes, he was seen in a 
flash of lightning, one stormy, dark 
night sliding down a rent in the 
side of the rock. The place of his 
decent became known as the 
Devil’s Slide and more than one 
boy has spoiled the seat of his 
pants trying to emulate the pas- 
time of his satanic majesty, which 
gave the fissure in the rock its 
name.” 

The Devil’s Slide is the largest 
crevice in the rock. It is 30 feet 
high and 50 feet at its longest 
point. Could it really be a play 
thing of Scratch ( an old New En- 
gland term for the Devil) or is it 
just an odd formation made by 
Mother Nature? 

“T don’t believe Satan has ever 
been there and he doesn’t rule the 
rock. If there were witches there 
they were just hiding so they 
wouldn’t be killed, not practicing 
voodoo and stuff,” said Norman 
Dilmeau of Haverhill. 

Dilmeau is referring to another 
legend surrounding the rock. In 
1962, witches from Salem fled 
north to escape their fate on 
Gallow’s Hill. When they came 
across Den Rock Park, they took 
shelter in the caves and at night 
practiced their craft. Before being 
chased from the rock by a mob 
from Salem sent to find them, the 
witches placed a curse on the rock. 
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SCENES FROM DEN ROCK PARK 


“Tm sure witches were there a 
long time ago and hung out doing 
magic. If you were going to be 
hung or burned at the stake you’d 
run too. That explains all the leg- 
ends of the Satan sightings be- 
cause maybe he was helping the 
witches,” said Rory Shict of 
Windham, N.H. 

If there was a curse on the rock 
it might have already claimed some 
people, sometimes fatally. There 
have been many rock climbing 
accidents there over the years even 
thouh the rock is said to be a very 
easy «limb. 

“I fell and broke my leg last 
year climbing it. ’m a good climber 
and the rockis really easy to climb,” 
added Shict. 

In addition to the unexplained 
injuries, Den Rock had been the 
scene of two deaths in the last 20 
years. In 1980, William Burbine 
was found dead on a walking trail 
in the park. He would walk the 
trails every morning for exercise 
and when he didn’t return home 
one morning his wife called the 
police. When they found Burbine’s 
body it was sprawled on the 
ground. He had been bludgeoned 
with a rock. Police never deter- 
mined who killed him and no ar- 
rests were ever made. 

Only a year later, a retired 
Andover police officer, who was 
said to be a happy-go-lucky kind of 
guy, drove into the park entrance 
and shot himself in the head. 

“The suicide doesn’t mean any- 
thing. People kill themselves all 
the time. The murder was prob- 
ably just a mentally ill person,” 
said Scott Mitchell of Georgetown. 

Another legend reads like the 
plot of a horror movie. A tribe of 
Abenaki Indians were said to at 
one time have used the park as a 
burial ground. Arrowheads and 
other artifacts have been found 
there to support the claim. When 
settlers started coming in and 
tromping around on the grounds, 
it disturbed the souls of the Indi- 
ans. Spirits were said to roam the 
woods at night trying to find a 
place where they could rest undis- 
turbed. Encounters with specters 
and strange light are still reported 
to this day. 


Another rumor is that beneath © 


the rock is an underground cave 
where moonshiners had a still, 
where thieves hid their stolen 
goods, and where counterfeiters 
plied their illegal trade. Boys have 
searched for the cave and men 
have wondered about it, but it is 
not known if it has ever been seen 
by mortal eyes or if it exists at all. 

Den Rock was home to a brick- 
yard owned by the Peters family in 
its early days. When the park was 
bought by Lawrence in 1970 it was 
originally intended to be Den Rock 
Cemetery. That idea was scrapped 
because of the rocky layout of the 
land. The town left it as a quarry 
and built nature trails for the pub- 
lic to use. 

Unfortunately, man has moved 
in on the ancient land and made 
its present felt. What once was a 
spectacular view of Lawrence is 
now a view of strip malls, condo- 
miniums, and a Boston Market. 


The place once feared by town 
residents has become a place 
where rock climbers test their skill. 
Caves full of mystery at one time 
now shelter the homeless during 
the summer and the places where 
witches held council is now where 
teenagers hold illegal keg parties. 
“It’s a shame what has hap- 
pened to Den Rock. It used to be a 
nice place, but now it’s filled with 
garbage and empty beer bottles 
like every other place on Earth,” 
said Corey Saxe of Arlington. 
The mystery surrounding Den 
Rock Park may be nothing more 
than superstitions passed down 
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RUMORS OF WHAT LIES BENEATH: Legend reads like a horror 
movie, with unexplained injuries and deaths. 


from father to son over the years, 
but many people think that it is a 
place of mystique and has a very 
unique quality to it. 

“I played there all the time 
when I was a kid. I saw some 
things I can’t explain and I’ve heard 
all the legends. If you want my 
opinion, I think there is some- 
thing very supernatural about the 
place,” said Carl X. Tamoit of 
Lawrence. 

The devil might have lost his 
fiddle to Johnny, but that was a 
story toldin a song. In real life, the 
Devil leaves much more interest- 
ing tales. 


